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As the aging of the Japanese society continues, the country's population demographics have
now reached the point where the number of people in the over-65 age group is larger than the
14-and-under age group. In January 2002, Yamaha Motor released the handlebar type electric
wheelchair “MY MATE (Four-wheel) YM-10" as a product to support new lifestyles among
the aged by providing them with a means for getting out into society with greater ease. To
further expand user options with the MY MATE series, we have now developed and released
a three-wheel version named the “MY MATE (Three-wheel) YM-11" that offers excellent
maneuverability and ease of handling. In this report we discuss the development of this new

model.
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